[The influence of hypersensitivity to nickel, chrome and cobalt on the process of fracture healing in patients treated operatively by stable osteosynthesis].
The aim of the study was to evaluate the frequency of occurrence of the hypersensitivity to nickel, chrome and cobalt in patients with longbone fractures. Two groups of patients were compared. The first group was composed of those treated operatively by stable osteosynthesis with the use of metal implants. The control group consisted of patients who have never been operated. Additionally, the influence of recognized hypersensitivity on the process of fracture healing was estimated. The study group consisted of 80 and the control group of 65 patients. All patients were patch tested with metal salts. The correlation was sought between hypersensitivity to metal in the study group, and incidence of complications relating to fracture healing. There was no significant difference observed both in frequency of occurrence of hypersensitivity to nickel, chrome and cobalt among patients treated operatively, and those treated conservatively, as well. There was no correlation between occurrence of hypersensitivity to the ions of metals, and complications in the process of fracture healing.